
Preserving
Island Street 

Frontage Trees 
& Vegetation
-Property Rights-

I M PAC T  O F  TH E  KC  R OA D S  R . O . W.  ‘ C L E A R  Z O N E ’  STA N DA R D S ,    

KC  R .O .W F RA NC H I SE  AGR EEM ENT  W I TH  PS E  &               
P S E ’ S C H O I C E  TO  I MPL EM EN T BY  ‘ EAS E ME NT ’







EVERY POLE
KC ‘CLEAR 
ZONE’ 
PROGRAM
Pole Pushback Program -’clear of 
anything that can't break away’

2016 King County Road Standards, 
sections 1.02 and 5.10. …since at 
least 2007.

‘10 feet back from edge of road or 
out of compliance’

‘PSE’s business decision..  BUT .. 
PSE must bring all non-compliant 
old poles into compliance.

Options: Variance, Bury or Easement

“According to our ..franchise agreement 
..PSE must submit a plan to bring 
ALL..non-compliant poles into compliance”

Broch Bender, Communications/Customer Service Mgr, 
Road Services Division, KC DLS



‘Tree Wire Project’
PSE is required to improve electricity reliability  - the regulatory authority UTC identifies areas that must 
be upgraded according to metrics like complaints and regular outages

Easement Program triggered by KC county 
‘Clear zone’ standards - in place since 2007, 
PSE/KC franchise agreement: Oct 2019

‘Tree Wire Project’ is replacement of existing wire for an upgraded 
Southwire product ‘tree wire’ that is a sturdier, better-insulated wire said 

to fare well in storms, resist tree falls, and reduce the need for frequent or 
severe trimming of trees and vegetation. Southwire says it “minimizes the 

amount of space and hardware required for line installation”.

https://www.southwire.com/wire-cable/covered-aerial-mv-camv-
systems/15kv-acsr-camv-tree-wire/p/AL600V72



PSE 
CHOOSES-
Easements
• KC Franchise Fee Agreement –

enacted by ordinance Oct 2019

• Upheld Supreme Court 2020

• PSE Real Estate Acquisition 
Team Leader Greninger –
Easement Activity on Vashon 
began ‘5 yrs ago’ - 2019

https://kingcounty.gov/en/legacy/depts/facilities-
management/real-estate-services/using-county-real-
property/utility-franchises



PSE 
CHOOSES-
Easements
• Business decision

• For-profit 

• Generic easement
• No agreement with owner to cut trees

• Trees/vegetation removal

• No fences, no structures, no building

• No grading

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UrXwbh_bgLfeqyKA8aC1H2
AeyulgjFj0/view



PSE 
Version #1
Dec 5, 2023
PSE RE Acquisition Lead-
Greninger:

• Several (12) trees leaning or in 
decline –need removal

• For ‘electricity reliability/reduce 
tree outages’

““All Trees to be removed from ROW”
several trees in need of removal (12) 
..leaning in .. in decline”



PSE 
Version #2
Revised 
Easement
Mar 15, 2024
PSE lawyers Seyfarth

• No trees removed (12 orig.)

• 3000 ft2 to 1500 ft2  easement

• “…considering the project timeline, PSE will 
soon have no choice other than to proceed 
with an eminent domain action to obtain the 
necessary rights over your property”

“evaluated alternative design 
options…reduce easement from 10 to 5 ft 
….no need to remove any trees”



Proposed Easement terms changed

EG. 1: CUT 12 TREES, 10X120FT DOUG FIRS, $750 – JUST COMPENSATION

EG 2: CUT 11 TREES, 

Dec 5, ‘23:RE acquisition – Greninger

Eg 1: cut 12 trees, $750 – all trees, 

$1k - 3500 ft2 EASE’T

EG 1: CUT 0 TREES, $564 SQ FT EASE’T. $1K FAST SIGN

EG 2: CUT 1 TREE,

Mar 15.’24 PSE Lawyers - Seyfarth

Eg.1:“Alternative design options”

“1500 ft2-$564. $1k fast sign

Dec 2023 Mar 2024



Cut any trees & change from statute ….
The Easement allows cutting without owner’s agreement  and in PSE’s sole judgment. This is a removal 
of key wording in RCW 64.12.035 (c)

The Vashon-Maury Community Council (V-MCC) calls upon PSE to restore property rights 
enshrined in statute into new easement agreements entered into with Islanders, including 
updating the language of PSE's Standard Overhead Easement Clause #4 to mirror the 
language of RCW 64.12.035(1)(c). In cases involving potential threats to PSE's systems by 
vegetation, RCW 64.12.035(1)(c) requires that PSE “attempts written notice by mail... 
indicating the intent to act or remove vegetation and secures agreement from the affected 
property owner of record for the cutting, removing, and disposition of the vegetation." Right 
now, PSE's Standard Overhead Easement Clause #4 eliminates the requirement that PSE 
obtain, or even attempt to obtain, a property owner's agreement. Out of respect for Islanders' 
property rights, that should change.

Motion #1:For vote May 16, 2024


